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Global	  context	  	  



 
•  More than half of the world is now urban 
 
•  By 2050, 7 of 10 people on the planet will be living in 

urban areas (70% urbanization)   

•  Absolute growth of urban population from 3.5 billion in 
2010 to 6.2 billion by 2050 

•  94% of this growth will be in developing regions 
 
•  Between 2010 and 2015, some 200,000 people on 

average will be added to the world’s urban population 
each day.   

“Urban	  Millennium”	  	  
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Urbaniza?on	  has	  regional	  character	  



Urban Slum Population in Developing Regions in 1990 and 2010 (million people) Urbaniza?on	  has	  regional	  character	  



•  The capacity of cities to deal with the population growth is 
challenged by the structural problems of low development 
and poverty  

•  The ‘urbanization of poverty’ sustains the rise of slums. It is 
estimated that 828 million people in developing regions 
were living in slums in 2010, which constitute a third of the 
total urban population in these regions 

•  Although the relative share of slums in the total population is 
decreasing in most regions, the absolute number is still 
growing 

Urban	  poverty	  and	  slums	  



1.  Asia-Pacific region is leading the reduction of overall 
poverty in the world 

2.  However, economic growth has not benefited all urban 
dwellers equally 

3.  Urban inequality is expanding in the Asia-Pacific region –
URBAN DIVIDE 

4.  The region has over half of the world’s slum population 
(505.5 million) 

Poverty	  and	  inequality	  in	  Asian	  ci?es	  



•  Given a projected urban population increase by 1.43 billion 
between 2010 and 2030 and the existing slum population, 
the number of people urgently needing housing within the 
next two decades is estimated to be at least 2.25 billion 

•   Assuming an average household size of 5 people, 450 
million housing units have to be built worldwide to 
accommodate this population – that is, 22.5 million units 
annually or more than 60 thousand units each day  

•  For non-slum residents, there is also the need to improve 
the inadequate housing conditions and to replace existing 
housing stock that will come to the end of its life or will be 
destroyed due to natural disasters and social conflicts 

 

Housing	  demand	  



  
 
Buildings and housing account for a considerable share of 
the world’s resources:  
 
•  12 % of global fresh water used by the building sector 

•  40 % of all waste and a major amount of pollution is 
generated by the building sector 

•  approximately 60 % of world’s electricity is used for 
residential and commercial buildings.  

 
 
 

Sustainable	  urbaniza?on	  



Environmental	  challenges	  in	  housing	  construc?on	  &	  occupa?on	  



1. Environmental (Bamboo as a natural material):  

•  Process of preparing bamboo for construction and  
transportation have low environmental impacts 

•  Bamboo is an ideal substitute for timber and can curtail 
deforestation  

2.  Cultural 

Where bamboo is a traditional material, its use promotes local 
methods of construction instead of replacing them with new 
and foreign technologies. This reinforces the connection to 
local culture and history. 

Four	  dimensions	  of	  sustainability	  



 
3.  Economic 

Innovations in bamboo construction and bamboo-based 
products have increased awareness and market demand. 
Bamboo products can stimulate local economic development 
and create employment opportunities. 
 
4.  Social 

•  Bamboo has the potential to help its producers develop 
sustainable livelihoods and promote community- based 
growth and production. 

•  Products fabricated from bamboo include textiles, jewelry, 
woven mats and other trades more typically accessible to 
women.  

 

Four dimensions of sustainability 



Elements of People’s Process: 
 
1.  Skills development 

2.  Community contracting 

3.  Community leadership 

4.  Personal involvement 

5.  Technical guidance and support 

6.  Partnerships 

Community-‐based	  and	  par?cipatory	  approaches	  	  



Why	  Peoples’	  Process?	  

A. 30% cheaper 

B. Injection of cash into local 
economy 

 
C. Faster construction 
 
D. Transparent and 

accountable 
 
E. Better quality 
 
F. More empowered community 
 



•  UN-Habitat promotes the use of green building materials 
within the context of slum upgrading, social housing, and 
reconstruction particularly in developing countries. 

•  UN-Habitat also encourages governmental support for 
alternative building materials, which may include 
adaptations to building codes and providing subsidies. 

•  UN-Habitat promotes participatory processes in building 
houses and infrastructure towards greater social 
acceptability and more empowered and sustainable 
communities and families. 

Advocacy for sustainable housing 
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